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- Al-powered tools like ChatGPT, Claude, Perplexity, and others become the default entry
The fu ndamental economlc point forinformation, users nolonger need to visit your website, as Al bots and agents
crawl your site on their behalf.
arrangement of the openweb
Fordecades, the web’s content economy depended on a simple model: people visited

n u ]
Is dete rloratl ng websites, engaged with articles, and generated value through advertising, subscriptions,

and more. That modelis under threat.

Visits site Engagement, ad displayed, subscription

Before Pre-Alera

User

Now Alera

Sends query — Bot scrapes content —> Al gives answer —> Limited attribution, little site visits, no revenue
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Monitor, manage, and
monetize Al bot scraping @

@ &
TollBit
Analytics Anaic
Gain comprehensive insightsinto Al bot traffic to
identify bot interactions and understand how your
contentisaccessed
Auth & Cybersecurity

Bot Paywall

Enhance access control & prevent unwanted
scraping via active enforcement by redirecting
unauthorized Al bots to a clear paywall Mt

CDN

Frontend Deployment

Marketplace eh .

Set customrates for your content to ensure fair Database & CMS
compensation from Al bots while maintaining full
control overyouronline assets




We need a fundamental new infrastructure for fair

exchange of value in this Al-first web. Content owners have the
e e power to decide which bots

of content access backin the hands of content owners. Can access their Content and
under what conditions.

Bots are treated as paying
users, notanonymous
scrapers.

Developers benefit from
scalable, legitimate access
to high-quality content.
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Trusted by 7,000+ websites

TIME AP 411 HEARST
@ht Eclcgrapb ReClCh &%_EE ENTERPRISES
i ADWEEK i

TOIBIT

rap TNL
LiL mediagene

molorsportk

(% Footballco

DIE&:ZEIT

COMPLEX

Confidential © 2025, Novoscribe

,Inc.



Q3-Q4,2025

2025Q3 & Q4
State of the Bots
Report

Download it here

Leaky Pipes.
State of the Bots.
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https://tollbit.com/state-of-the-bots/q3-q4-2025/

RAG vs. training vs. search indexer scrapes by quarter

® RAG scrapes/website @ Training scrapes/website @ Searchindexer/website
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Data source: TolIBit, Q4 2025

RAG bot activity is rising
rapidly, growing 33% avg
QoQ from Q2-Q4, driven
by consumer Alusage and
live web access needs.

Training bot activity
declined (-15%) over the
same period.

In Q4, RAG bots scraped

sites 4.5x more than
training bots.
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RAG vs. Training scraper per page TOIBIT
® RAGscrapes/page @ Training scrapes/page
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Data source: TolIBit, Q4 2025

RAG bots scrape pages
farmore frequently than
training bots because
they require ongoing
accessto content.

In Q4, RAG bots averaged
nearly 10x more scrapes
per page than training
bots.

Thisreflectsrepeated
content access to ground
Alresponses, not one-
time ingestion.
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Data source: TolIBit, Q4 2025

Al bot scrapes per website TOIIBIT

10M
+20%
7.5M We continue to see a
+29% . g
steadyincreasein
demand for publisher
content from Al bots.
5M
Scrapes grew 29% from
Q2to Q3 and 20% from
2.5M QR3to Q4.
In Q4 sites on TollBit
averagedover/7.5Mbot
0]

scCrapes.
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Albot to humanrequestsratio
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Data source: TollBit, Q4 2025

Al bot traffic continues to
rise relative to human
traffic

Bot visits grew from 1 per
50 humansto1per3lin
just two quarters.

Human traffic declined

overall (-2% avg QoQ),
falling 5% from Q3 to Q4.
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Scrape-to-Referral ratio by content category TOIIBIT
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Data source: TolIBit, Q4 2025

Highratios (Deals &
Shopping, Business)
suggest Alanswers act as
a substitute, satisfying
users without a click.

Low ratios (Local &
National News) indicate
users are more likely to
verify, get updates, or
continue reading at the
source.
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Alreferral CTR vs Google
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0.27%
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Q42025

TOIIBIT

8.63%

Google benchmark

Data source: TolIBit, Q4 2025

Comparedto Google
Search, Al generates 96%
fewerreferrals to
publisher sites, with click-
through rates continuing
to decline each quarter.
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Referral share by source
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TOIIBIT

® Alapplications
Other

® Facebook

® Bing

® Google

Data source: TollBit, Q4 2025

Looking at a cohort of
sites onboarded prior to
Q2:

Al applicationreferrals
remain a very small share
of these sites'referrals,
averaging 0.12%.

Approximately 80.5% of

referrals come from
Google.
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Data source: TolIBit, Q4 2025

Scrapes per page by Al bot TOIIBIT

® Q3Alscrapes/page @ Q4 Alscrapes/page
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Al bot scrapes by content category TOIIBIT

® Q2Alscrapes/website @ Q3Alscrapes/website @ Q4 Alscrapes/website

80M
+62%
60M
40M
20M +55%
70
g +107%
oM | | R
[ ] i ] ey Y [ pe—
B2B/ National : Political/ Local Health & Special
professional news Lifestyle Technology Advocacy news Wellness interest

Data source: TolIBit, Q4 2025

B2B/Professionalis the
most scraped content
category.

Scraping growthis led by
Tech (+107%), B2B
(+62%), and News (+55%),
driven by Al search and
GEOQ.
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Albot scrapes per page by content category TOIIBIT

® Q2Alscrapes/page @ Q3Alscrapes/page @ Q4 Alscrapes/page
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Data source: TolIBit, Q4 2025

Aldemand varies
significantly by category
on aper-page basis,
separating true demand
from sheer content
volume.

Higher per-page scraping
signals stronger RAG
usage.

Health & Wellness and
Lifestyle show the highest
per-page demandinAl
applications.
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Most-scraped pages by topic | Q4 2025 TOIIBIT

B2B Software Reviews 1.1% Stranger Things S5 7.8%

Entertainment Awards 1.3%

EpsteinFiles 1.3% Corporate & Industry News 6.9%

Stock Market News 1.3%

Sports & Gaming 1.7%

Celebrity News 1.9% Music Charts & Music News 5.5%

ConsumerTech 1.9%

World News 2.0%

US Domestic News 2.0% Holiday Gift Guides & Black Friday Deals 4.5%

Creator Economy & Influencers 2.2%

New Movies & Streaming Releases 2.2%
Personal Finance Tools & Guides 4.5%
Netflix Warner Bros Acquisition 2.3%

US Elections 2025 2.4%

Product Reviews 2.6% Best Movies & TV Shows 4.3%

US Government Shutdown 2.7%

FedInterestRates 2.7% Currency Exchange Rates 4.2%

Lifestyle 3.4%

Trump Administration 3.5% Cryptocurrency Markets 4.0%

Movies, TV & Streaming 3.5% OpenAlNews 4.0%

Allndustry News 3.6% Billionaires List 4.0%
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Al bot hits to TollBit Bot Paywall
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Data source: TolIBit, Q4 2025

TollBit integrates with
existing publisher tech
stacks toredirect
unauthorized botsto a
paid bot paywall, with
pricing set by the
publisher.

Bot Paywall traffic
reached 1B hits in Q4
2025, growing at122%
average QoQ from Q1-
Q4.
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TOIlBIT

Scraperindex
State of the Bots Q3 & Q4 2025

Scraper

JinaAl

BrightData

SerpApi

Apify

ScrapeGraphAl

Scrapeless

Diffbot

ZenRows

PromptCloud

Nimbleway

Oxylabs

Zyte

Scraper API

About The Scraper
Notable Customers

Google, AWS, Databricks

Deloitte, Nokia, McDonald's, Pfizer

Perplexity, NVIDIA, Al21 Labs, Uber

Accenture, T-Mobile, Siemens

NVIDIA, LangChain, Liamalndex, Zapier

Heroku, Samsara, Webflow

Notion, AlphaSense, Klarna, Indeed

Dell, IBM, Slack

Apple, Uber, Unilever, BCG

Databricks, Deloitte, Coca-Cola

Trivago, Bellingcat, Conductor, SEON

P&G, Warner Music, Muckrack, Sayari

Deloitte, Sony, Alibaba, Nielsen

Can The Scraper Bypass Cybersecurity Defenses?

Human Mimicking ()

IPRotation (D)

CAPTCHA Solving

X

Is Content Formatted for Al Use?

Markdown Output (D)

Structured JSON (D

News Access

Targets News Sites ()

X

Getstarted

What Is The Scraper's Sc

Scale/size ()

Trusted by 20,000+ customers
worldwide; 5B+ records regularly
refreshed

Marketplace of 10,000+ scrapers

40M+ pages extracted; IM+ users

1.6B+ news articles in the Knowledge
Graph

2,000+ customers
3B+ pages scraped monthly

>2.5B Live monthly browsing sessior

5T+ pages for 4,500+ companies

10,000+ companies



TollBit State of the Bots in the

news:

WIRED

Media Co-Pilot
The Register
Digiday

The Current
The Tech Buzz
Tech Radar
Yahoo Tech!
Digiday

Inc.

Digiday
Digiday
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https://www.wired.com/story/ai-bots-are-now-a-signifigant-source-of-web-traffic/
https://mediacopilot.ai/ai-scrapers-bypassing-publisher-protections/
https://www.theregister.com/2026/02/04/ai_bot_traffic_web_browsers/
https://digiday.com/media/media-briefing-a-solid-q4-gives-publishers-breathing-room-as-they-build-revenue-beyond-search/
https://www.thecurrent.com/marketing-strategy-battle-between-news-publishers-ai-bots-is-heating-up
https://www.techbuzz.ai/articles/ai-bots-now-drive-2-of-web-traffic-as-publishers-fight-back
https://www.techradar.com/pro/ai-bot-web-traffic-is-closing-in-on-human-usage-experts-warn
https://tech.yahoo.com/ai/articles/ai-bot-traffic-closing-human-174000633.html
https://digiday.com/media/the-athletic-invests-in-live-blogs-video-to-insulate-sports-coverage-from-ai-scraping/
https://www.inc.com/chris-morris/ai-bot-traffic-to-websites-is-rising-rapidly-it-could-change-the-nature-of-the-web/91298801
https://digiday.com/media/in-graphic-detail-ai-licensing-deals-protection-measures-arent-slowing-web-scraping/
https://digiday.com/media/wtf-is-markdown-for-ai-agents/

Thank you!

Schedule ademo with me:
birger.soiland@tollbit.com
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